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Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk500850259][bookmark: _GoBack]From the mid-1940s until 2003, Vieques served as the Navy’s premier training range for ensuring combat readiness of US and NATO forces. Following training cessation, the former installation was transferred to federal and local agencies, mostly for conservation as part of the Vieques National Wildlife Refuge. In 2005, large portions of Vieques and surrounding waters were placed on the National Priorities List (NPL) for cleanup under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). The Vieques environmental restoration remains the highest priority and costliest project in the Navy's Munitions Response Program, largely due to unique challenges associated with unexploded ordnance, environmental contaminants, and ecologically and culturally sensitive resources. Working closely with stakeholders, including the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, US Fish Wildlife Service (USFWS), and others, Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Atlantic continues to develop and implement innovative approaches to safely and cost-effectively achieve the collective cleanup objectives of all stakeholders, including opening areas for public recreation and access to culturally significant sites.
Accelerated Cleanup, Innovative Strategies, Risk Reduction, Green Remediation, Groundbreaking Technologies, and Prolific Partnerships
· Following the devastation of Hurricane Maria, the Vieques Restoration Team immediately responded to ensure public safety - inspecting areas where munitions might have become exposed, distributing emergency supplies, establishing satellite telecommunications, assisting the community with debris removal, disseminating munitions safety information, and repairing mission-critical roads, fences, safety signs, and infrastructure to restart the cleanup program in less than 3 months. 
· The Vieques Community Involvement Program is a groundbreaking collaborative effort among the Navy, regulatory agencies, and other stakeholders to engage the public and transfer best practices. The Navy sponsored a first-of-its-kind Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fair in Vieques, bringing together students, parents, teachers, and other stakeholders to engage all Vieques high school students on STEM education and opportunities.
· To address a significant public concern, highly sensitive radiological instruments were used to find and remove previously undetected depleted uranium (DU) projectiles in a former training area. The instrument readings and soil sample results, including split samples collected by EPA, demonstrated that the DU removals were successful in remediating all potential radiological risk. 
· Innovative use of a temporary, water-filled cofferdam to dewater a munitions removal area converted a likely underwater removal using divers into a terrestrial removal using conventional techniques, significantly increasing the safety and efficiency of the operation.
· Comparison of historical and recent photographs and coordinates demonstrated that significant natural events, such as Hurricane Maria, do not cause widespread movement of underwater munitions. This information has major implications for the management and cleanup of underwater munitions across the entire DOD Military Munitions Response Program. 
· Other collaborative accomplishments: (1) implemented “green” remedial actions that accelerated land availability, preserved natural resources, and saved a combined $11 million; (2) using Advanced Geophysical Classification to distinguish munitions from scrap metal, supporting both current and planned road uses, with estimated cost savings of several million dollars.
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