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Nomination Summary

Marine Corps Base (MCB) Hawaii is a busy military installation with stunning landscapes and seascapes, rich in biological diversity.  MCB Hawaii’s mission is to provide forward-based, sustainable and secure training and operational support, facilities, and services to enable Operational Forces to accomplish their mission. We support combat readiness, quality of life and conservation through a rigorously implemented Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP). 

Most outstanding INRMP accomplishments from Oct 1, 2017- Sep 30, 2019 are:  
· Wildlife Management:
· Confirmed the presence of the endangered Hawaiian hoary bat on MCB Hawaii properties.
· Partnered with University of Hawaii (UH) as part of an island-wide (Oahu) study of the State-listed Hawaiian short-eared owl, known as the Pueo, on Kaneohe Bay.
· Removed 150 cats, 276 mongoose and 275 rats from wildlife management areas and wetlands allowing a wedge-tailed shearwater colony to thrive with a 2018 bird count confirming an explosion from less than 150 to over 900 active burrows in the last decade.
· The endangered Hawaiian yellow-faced bee was discovered along a very narrow band of vegetation that borders MCB Hawaii’s beaches. In 2018, UH included MCB Hawaii in a multi-site study that installed bee “hotels” along the shoreline in an effort to increase populations. After approximately 7 months, nesting activity was observed in the tubing of the MCB Hawaii bee hotels.
· In June 2019, unprecedented threatened green sea turtle nesting activity was discovered on MCB Hawaii’s eastern shoreline at Fort Hase Beach. Nest excavations were conducted with support from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, confirming at least 163 turtles hatched on MCB Hawaii with 66% emergence success.

· Coastal and Marine Resources: In 2018, a marine survey of the coral resources at Marine Corps Training Area Bellows (MCTAB) was completed. This crucial survey covered a 1 mile x 1.5 mile ocean area seaward of MCTAB, providing a picture of the underwater environment enabling in-water training and ship-to-shore movements without impacting underwater resources.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Access/Outreach/Outdoor Recreation Enhancements:
· In 2019, after a two-year hiatus, recreational feral pig hunting at MCTAB was resurrected and put under the responsibility of the MCB Hawaii Conservation Law Enforcement Program. Hunting is performed with the USDA Wildlife Services to reduce the number of feral pigs impacting training areas, providing recreational hunting opportunities while supporting and enhancing invasive species control efforts.
· MCB Hawaii contracted outreach services in FY19 dedicated to promoting natural resources protection, preservation and awareness to 8451 individuals through 14 service projects, including bi-monthly Weed Warriors events, 10 wildlife management area tours, 12 conservation articles posted on the MCB Hawaii homepage, and 40 natural resource briefs.
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