Kyle Ketchum is a retired Naval Officer and Aviator
currently serving as the Acting, Deputy Assistant Secretary
of the Navy (Safety) and Director, Operational Safety
under the Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy
(Energy, Installations & Environment).

Kyle Ketchum received his commission in 1987 through
the Navy ROTC program at the University of Mississippi
after graduating with a Bachelors of Business
Administration degree. He has additionally earned a
Masters of Strategic Studies through the U.S. Air Force
War College in Montgomery, Alabama.

After completion of U.S. Navy flight school, he earned his designation as a Naval
Aviator at NAS Corpus Christi, Texas in April 1989. Following initial training in the E-2C
Hawkeye, he reported aboard VAW-114 at Naval Station, Miramar, California for his first
operational tour. During this tour, he made two Western Pacific deployments aboard
USS CARL VINSON (CVN 70) and USS KITTY HAWK (CV-63) and two counter-
narcotic detachments to Howard AFB in Panama. Mr. Ketchum served as an Air Wing
Landing Signals Officer with CVW-17 and deployed aboard USS ENTERPRISE (CVN
65) and USS DWIGHT D EISENHOWER (CVN 69). His aviation department head tour
was with VAW-125 in Norfolk, Virginia deploying aboard USS GEORGE WASHINGTON
(CVN-73).

Mr. Ketchum reported aboard VAW-125 for his command tour in March, 2005. During
this tour, the squadron deployed to the North Arabian Sea, Arabian Gulf, and Horn of
Africa aboard USS DWIGHT D EISENHOWER (CVN 69) in support of Operations
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.

Post command, Ketchum attended the Joint Forces Staff College where he completed
requirements as a qualified Joint Service Officer. He then reported to Commander
Strike Force Training Atlantic in November 2007 as the Air Defense Officer.

Shore duty assignments include Fleet Replacement Pilot Instructor for VAW-110 and
VAW-120 and Supreme Allied Command Atlantic for a Joint assignment in the Security
Investment Branch. In December 2010, Mr. Ketchum reported to the Naval Safety
Center and assumed the position of Director, OPNAV Safety Liaison Office in
Washington DC.

Upon retirement, Mr. Ketchum supported the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense
(Personnel & Readiness) while employed by Concurrent Technology Corporation. In
March 2018, he assumed the position as Director, Operational Safety with the Assistant
Secretary of the Navy (Energy, Installation & Environment).



