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Special Agent (SA) Matthew Blake has been a senior executive with the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service (NCIS) since 2017, and is currently detailed to the Office of the
Secretary of Defense as the Director for Counterintelligence and Law Enforcement in the
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence and Security. He is responsible
for oversight, policy, guidance, strategic direction and advocacy for Department of
Defense (DoD) programs and activities for Counterintelligence; Counterterrorism
Investigations/Operations; Law Enforcement; and Identity Intelligence.

SA Blake was previously a Deputy Assistant Director at the NCIS National Security
Directorate, where he oversaw external integration and served as the senior national
security policy advisor. Prior to that, he spent three years in the Middle East at a
diplomatic post as the Resident Agent in Charge of the NCIS office for the United Arab
Emirates, where his staff conducted the NCIS mission in the most visited overseas
location by the U.S. Navy in the world. His previous NCIS leadership positions include
Division Chief of National Security Operations, and Supervisory Special Agent for
Counterintelligence/Counterterrorism.

SA Blake held senior leadership positions during a three year period at the DoD
Counterintelligence Field Activity (CIFA). He was the Deputy Special Agent in
Charge/Chief of Operations of a classified capability; and served as the first CIFA
Deputy Chief of Staff, where he oversaw the agency’s internal management functions.
He also served as the senior policy advisor to the CIFA Director, on
counterintelligence/counterterrorism matters pertaining to law enforcement.

SA Blake began his civilian law enforcement career as a Police Officer, and then entered
federal law enforcement with the U.S. Treasury Department in 1998, where he served as
both a Special Agent and Supervisory Special Agent in New York City. His assignments
included task force officer membership with a U.S. Secret Service transnational
organized crime task force; the first Drug Enforcement Administration Organized Crime
Drug Enforcement Strike Force; and the Federal Bureau of Investigation Joint Terrorism
Task Force in New York City during the events of 9/11.
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SA Blake was commissioned in the U.S. Army Military Police Corps, and later
transferred his commission to the U.S. Air Force Reserve (USAFR) to become a Special
Agent with the Air Force Office of Special Investigations where he held various
assignments and leadership positions in criminal investigations and counterintelligence.
He is a combat veteran of Operation Iragi Freedom, and currently serves in the USAFR at
the National Intelligence University where he was awarded the academic title of Assistant
Professor of Intelligence Studies. He teaches graduate-level courses in the subject matter
areas of counterintelligence, counterterrorism, law enforcement, homeland security, and
national security policy.

SA Blake holds a Master’s Degree in Business Administration; a Master’s Degree in
Military Operational Art and Science; a B.S. in Accounting and Legal Studies; and a U.S.
Intelligence Community Joint Duty Assignment credit. He has attended senior leader
training at the Harvard John F. Kennedy School of Government, the Federal Executive
Institute, and holds a lifetime Senior Fellow designation from the Excellence in
Government Fellows Program of the Center for Government Leadership at the
Partnership for Public Service.

SA Blake’s personal awards and decorations include the DoD Counterintelligence
Agency Award; U.S. State Department Superior Honor Award; Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center (FLETC) Keith Connolly Memorial Award; Iraq CPA
Administrator’s Commendation; U.S. Attorney’s Award (SDNY); Organized Crime Drug
Enforcement Task Force Award; Meritorious Service Medal (1/OLC); Joint Service
Commendation Medal; Air Force Commendation Medal; and the Air Force Combat
Action Medal. SA Blake is a FLETC-certified Firearms Instructor and Defensive Tactics
Instructor, and a registered Black Belt with the World Taekwondo Headquarters.
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